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CH¡tUtSfRy don Gautam Desiraiu trusts his
intuition when it comes to milestone decisions such as choosing for his life career a science so
àbr"or" that oniy two other people werê initially,
interested in it. Here he is on:

NUAN chemist Gautam Desiraju

would be the first to tell you that all
scientists have huge egos. So how
many rising stars among them are
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swer from the pits of their stomachs as to
whether he is ã good chemist or not'"
"If six German dons say someone is a
øood chemist, I bet you he is," he says
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"You have to read a thousand books
-what
you know, you shouldn't show
that you know.t'
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inging lndiq and Chinø together?
Historically, Singapore has had very long

deql?

Yes. if vou were the guy who discovered
the moiecule, but not if you were the guy

eood'connéctions with India and
Chini which otherwise have had very
úttle óontact with one another' India is
not doing well in many research areas
sloballv, but the country and China are
ãoine íerv well in crystal engineering"'
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polymake different crystal structures, or
morphs, of it in ihe hope that they have
better (curative) ProPerties.
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That crystals are a complex system in
*t i"tt yôu cannot predict the outcome of
things.
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big drug companies have had to (invest
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You don't need competition at the beginning of research' You need mental
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itself in science?
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must be empowered to say that in special
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discovering new molecules.

Indiíns aie ,tery good at seeing patterns
in seemingly unielated facts while the
Chinese hãve team spirit and a sense of
discipline in putting a lar$e- amo-unt of
effort into a nãrrowly focused field'
I didn't have the maturity or data to
sav this 10 Years ago, but today, I believe
inät Rri"n ôountriãs are overwhelmingly
the same in their attitudes and priorities'

research disturbs me.
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How egotistical scientists Gan be
"Each one of us thinks he is the
best in the world; if we rlidn't
think so, we'd be dead' We

onlY

the side. You might
sor from Stanford U

a laboratory of 20 people

weeks here every two years' He

for two
will do

that because the conditions are quite nice
for him. But what does Singapore get out
of it? Practicaþ nothing. Why don't you

create a Nobel Laureate instead, by bringinq in someone from India, China or XYZ
coîntry and getting him into- an alea
which might not have peaked- yet but
might do so tomorrow? Take a chance on

that.
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